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Well HELLO, Dolly! 

   Dolly “Jennifer” Lemmons took on 

Washington, D.C. last week as a par-

ticipant of the annual SourceAmerica 

Grassroots Advocacy Conference. 

Like the revived Broadway produc-

tion, she was quite a hit. From the 

first session, when she met Mr.  

William Sproule, AbilityOne Liaison 

to the United States Air Force to her 

photo opp in the hallway of congres-

sional office building with Congress-

man Mike Turner, she took every  

opportunity to invite legislators and 

bureaucrats to come to see what we 

do here and how well we do it. 

  In addition to Jennifer, the TAC 

team this year included Ms. Holly 

Foster, Jennifer’s cousin and home 

care provider and Mary Brandstetter, 

Chief Executive Officer of TAC. The 

TAC team was joined by 47 other self

-advocate teams from over 40 states, 

the District of Columbia and even 

Puerto Rico.  

   A welcoming reception and dinner 

was held on the first day. Self-

advocates attended training on the 

second day to prepare their stories 

to tell the legislators they would 

meet on day 3. They had a dress re-

hearsal for Wednesday at the end of 

the day when they each told their 

story to the family members, care-

givers, agency personnel and 

SourceAmerica representatives in 

attendance at the conference. The 

lunch speakers on day 2 included 

Congressmen Joseph P. Kennedy, III 

(D-Mass) and Mike  Johnson (R-La). 

   Wednesday was a long, but pro-

ductive day on Capi-

tol Hill. The TAC 

team first attended 

the constituent 

coffee held by Sena-

tor Rob Portman. 

Following his gen-

eral remarks, the 

team met with him 

briefly in his office and had a picture 

taken with him. After Jennifer told 

him what she did and that she works 

to support the United States Air 

Force, he said he had something for 

her. He went to his closet and pulled 

out an Air Force neck tie and gave it 

to her as a keepsake from this 

meeting.   

   The TAC team also met with staff 

members of Senator Sherrod Brown 

and Congress-

men Warren 

Davidson and 

Mike Turner. 

The team later 

encountered 

Congressman 

Turner in the 

hallway. We 

briefly mentioned our business and 

he graciously took time for a picture. 

A picture of most of the large group 

was taken on the steps of the Capitol 

Building. The day concluded with a 

congressional reception. 

   The Grassroots Advocacy Confer-

ence is a great opportunity for self-

advocates to have their voices heard 

in Washington, D.C.  SourceAmerica, 

which manages our cargo net manu-

facturing and repair contracts for the 

United States Air Force, provides this 

opportunity at no cost to teams from 

agencies like TAC.  

 

 
 

- Mary Brandstetter, CEO 



BUSINESS NEWS 

 

Second Quarter Business Operations 

 

USAF - 463L Cargo Net Repair- We 
lowered our production to 500 nets in 
May. We once again upped our produc-
tion rate to 600 nets for June as more 
nets came in for repair. 

Hef USA— A little slower this quarter, but 
Hef USA continues to help keep some  

     individuals busy with more part setting 
opportunities.  

 
SK Tech— We have seen about half the 

volume of orders for 2016, and will see 
the volume still well below what we 
normally can do. 

 
Xylem— Continues to be mostly steady 

month-to-month keeping many in-
volved with small parts packaging and 
assembly. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
NexGen -  
     We processed 37 seat covers and 185 

seatbelts for hovercraft. 
 
  CSafe  Global - We have orders picking 

up in June.  

                                             -Submitted by Greg Gearhart 

   USAF—463L Cargo Net Manufacturing  
    We are currently producing at 3,300 

nets per month. We have scheduled 
to run near 5,000 nets a month  

    starting in August. There are more 
orders still pending. 

 
FMS - 463L Cargo Net Sales- 
None for second quarter. 

 

Commercial Net Sales - Good News!  

 We have received the second of two orders 

from a new customer: USA Jet Airlines. 

This order is for cargo nets used for trans-

porting of commercial goods. USA Jet    

Airlines is in Belleville, Michigan.   

The USA Jet Airlines aircraft that will be using our cargo 

nets is this converted MD83.   

Trutec - We continue to have a  
strong workload each day with part 
setting, keeping many individuals 
busy.  

 

Cascade - Second quarter seems to 
have had more orders received in, and 
it looks to be picking up right where 
we left off from last quarter. 



JULY BIRTHDAYS 

Joan Blackshere 2 

Chad Hill 2 

Larry Jones 3 

David Hanson 8 

Kashawna Morris 9 

Irida Oakley 9 

Terri Mercer 15 

Janet Ireland 17 

Tyler Spence 17 

Tiffany Zinkhon 17 

Rebecca Wells 18 

Kimberly Borton 20 

Stephanie Lairson 20 

Erika Moore 20 

Megan Whitacre 22 

Michael Craig 24 

Greg Grubb 24 

Kerri Shellman 24 

Chuck Haflett 25 

Mary Berndt 26 

Chris Harrelson 27 

Sean Meeks 27 

Edith Smith 27 

Walter Blazer 29 

Ron Blue 30 

Paul Whitehead 30 

AUGUST   
BIRTHDAYS 

Charles Dvorak 5 

Donald A. Lewis 7 

Donald Wagner 7 

Harry Boyd 8 

Stacy Daily 8 

Andrew Carrington 9 

Louise Hudkins 11 

John Cameron 12 

James Hogue 12 

Beth DePriest 16 

Joshua Graves 16 

Cheryl Mundhenk 16 

Corey Perkins 16 

Chris Schroeder 17 

Leah Bowling 18 

Daniel Hill 19 

James Mongold 20 

Michael Golen 22 

Evelyn Haynes 25 

Nikki Jo Howard 27 

Tonya Williams 27 

Felicia Wood 27 

John Collins 28 

Erika Stevens 31 

  

  

Summer is in full swing, 

and for many that means 

everything from spending 

more time outside on 

sunny days to trips to the 

local pool.  We want you 

to have a safe and happy summer.  Listed below are some tips to 

keep in mind through the hottest months of the year.   

 Stay clear of fireworks.  Even sparklers can reach tempera-

tures above 1000 degrees Fahrenheit, and can burn! 

 Don’t use scented soaps, perfumes or hair sprays if spend-

ing time outside -- it attracts bugs. 

 Wear white -  bright colors or flowery prints attract bugs.  

Dark colors make you feel warm faster.  

 Wear a helmet if outside riding any type of bike; it will pro-

tect you from serious injury.  

 Apply sunscreen when spending any amount of time in the 

sun. If you hold your hand over your other hand and there is 

a shadow, you can get a sunburn.  Reapply sunscreen when 

getting out of the water and during peak sun hours to help 

prevent sunburn.  

 Use extra caution when around any type of water.  Drown-

ing is a leading cause of death among children.  

 Monitor time spent outside on very hot days.  Overheating 

can be serious, and the indicators are often overlooked.  If 

you have a headache, nausea, red clammy skin, then you 

need to seek air conditioning immediately.    

 Drink plenty of water!  Your body will quickly dehydrate in 

the heat of summer.   

Summer Safety 

TAC and Quest have been sharing a space at the 

Hatch Studio in downtown Springfield since April.   

The studio space provides TAC artists an opportunity 

to work on their craft, interact with other local 

artists, and sell their artwork.  Several artists have 

done really great selling their work during the First 

Friday events each month.   

TAC ARTIST NEWS 



SEPT  BIRTHDAYS 

Sevda Frohlich 2 

Kareem Standford 5 

Asmar Compton 12 

Clarence Applin 13 

Joshua Johnson 14 

Taylor Chafin 15 

Jim Little 16 

Jamiece Ellis 19 

Jennifer Lemen 19 

Julie Roethlisberger 19 

Gail Buck 20 

Julie Henesy 21 

Ralph Young 21 

Alva Blinn 22 

Mathew Hrinko 23 

Amy Rammel 25 

James Maine 26 

Jerry Dunn 29 

Speaking Up For Yourself 

Or For Someone Else 

Upcoming Events: 

June 30 - TAC Choir at Summer Arts Fest  7 pm        

July 7     -  Hatch Studio First Friday 

Aug 5     -  Summer Slam with TAC Idol  
An advocate is someone who fights for someone or 

something. A self-advocate does this for him or herself to 

improve quality of life, change something they want to 

change or to get a problem or injustice 

corrected. A family advocate is a     

parent, guardian or caregiver who 

does this on behalf of their son or 

daughter or other family member. 

Today both self-advocates and family 

advocates are very important. So 

many people in Columbus or Washing-

ton, D.C. propose laws and rules which 

have a very big impact on people with 

disabilities and their families.  

Sometimes they do this with good intentions but without 

talking with the people who will be affected. Your story, 

how these rules and laws help or hurt you is very im-

portant information for you to share. The more stories 

our rule makers hear, the better they will be able to make 

good rules and laws. When they make a change that 

hurts you, your job or your family situation and you don’t 

speak up, they won’t know you were hurt. They will prob-

ably think you agreed with or liked the change they 

made. You are stuck with a situation or a change in your 

job or life that you don’t want. It is much harder to get 

something changed back to what you want than it is to 

speak up in the first place.  

If you are interested in learning about self-advocacy, 

attend a SAY (Self-Advocacy for You) group meeting. SAY 

meets on the first Wednesday of each month at 4:30pm 

in the Buckeye Room on the Mueller Campus. If you are 

looking to talk with other parents/caregivers on issues 

which concern you,  contact Peggy Connolly at 

937.390.7486 or attend quarterly Open Mic meetings at 

TAC.  All are welcome!              — Mary Brandstetter 

Jennifer Lemmons speaking with Ron Hammond,  

legislative aide for Representative Warren Davidson. 

Please like TAC-The Abilities 

Connection on Facebook to 

stay in-the-know on all things 

TAC related.  We appreciate 

your support!   

A BIG thank you to our community 

partners in fundraising, DONATOS 

PIZZA for our first successful 20% 

For TAC Tuesday Pizza Night.   
 

OPEN Mic — August 23, 2017 @9 a.m. 


