
December Birthdays 

Fent, Francis 1 

Nolan, Amanda  5 

James, Robert 10 

Bollinger, Kim 12 

Ferner, Juanita 13 

Kilgore, Richard 13 

Leffel, Gail 13 

Speaks, Lloyd 14 

Braden, Ronnie 15 

Combs, Treva 15 

Courtney,  "Joe" 16 

Schwartz, Kyle 18 

Holt, Thomas 19 

Pa erson, Paris 20 

Thomas, Stacy 21 

Capper, Karen 21 

Anuszewski, Chris 23 

McWilliams, Maureen 24 

Salyer, Elza 24 

McCullough, Terry 26 

McClanahan, Brian 26 

Albert, Judy Lynn 26 

Fent, Michael 27 

Scarbrough, Gary 30 

Miller, Jospeh 31 

Rice, Fredrick  31 

Young, Sue Ellen  31 

TAC Re rement Best Wishes 
Best wishes for a happy re rement to 

Mary Brandste er!  It was a week filled 
with goodbyes, songs and a few tears.  Her 

41 years in this business ended 8-24-18 
with an posi ve visit by CARF surveyors.  

Great job and THANK YOU, Mary! 

The World-Famous TAC Choir 
once again KILLED IT at the 
Springfield Summer Arts Fes val 
Performance July 7th.  New choir 
director Ka e Vickers reports a 
very coopera ve and enthusias c 
choir, a real “joy to direct.”   

TAC 
Choir 

“Thank you again for having us yesterday.  We loved being with John 
(Woodrum) and the tour, mee ng all the wonderful people was an add-
ed bonus.  Very interes ng ge ng the chance to meet Mary and hear the 
stories of her with John in the early days, those are mes I remember so 
fondly ... the pride my mother had in our li le brother.  I must say we are 
so thankful for the staff and all who keep TAC opera ng so our brothers 
and sisters can enjoy their lives and grow in independence.  Thank you so 
much.”  - Charlo e Geralds, sister of John Woodrum 

TAC CRUISE-IN — WHAT a GREAT me! 
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People define “family” in many different 
ways.  In the simplest terms it can be seen as 
a group of people that you share common 
heritage with through either birth or       
marriage.  I have always taken a much 
broader perspec ve that includes a larger 
group with whom I share common beliefs, 
values and tradi ons with.  This group is 
filled with people I have shared all the ups 
and downs that life throws at us.  It’s the 
group where you give and receive uncon-
di onal support through thick and thin.  I am 
extremely happy that my family has go en 
even bigger over the last two months! 

I am delighted to be addressing my new  
extended TAC family for the first me as 
your CEO, a posi on which I am honored 
and proud to hold, and respect with the  
utmost dedica on and responsibility.  It is 
incredible what the TAC family does each 
and every day to support our mission of  
employing, connec ng and caring for our 
individuals with disabili es.  Parents,       
siblings, guardians, and caretakers are the 
backbone of this organiza on and the force 
behind its founding in 1952 by Rosemary 
Paxson.  Together, we expand this family 
unit to include our direct support profession-
als, staff, benefactors, and the Board of   
Directors to support, care, mentor, and 
share.  But the spirit of this family really is 
the incredible individuals we serve.  Just like 
Mary, I con nue the prac ce of mee ng the 
buses most mornings and gree ng everyone 
as they enter the building.  It is the highlight 
of my day!  The excitement and joy is very 
mo va ng to me;  everyone has been so 
kind and invi ng.  I’ve been a part of many 
highly func oning organiza ons, but never 
one with the zeal, drive and grit that TAC 
has.   

If you wake up one morning and that cup of 
coffee just isn’t ge ng you going, I invite 
you to come greet the TAC family with me at 

7:40am.  You will be inspired by the devo-
on, the courtesy and the joy that will make 

you feel like together we can climb any 
mountain, accomplish any task, and make 
our community be er. 

I use this inspira on to look for ways to  
honor my commitment to you to grow and 
sustain TAC.  I am excited about the future 
and all the things we will accomplish        
together.  I assure you we will be aggressive 
in providing employment op ons of choice, 
building on the financial health of the      
organiza on, and even more so, in           
advoca ng for the rights of individuals for 
choice and self-determina on. 

Since the last TAC Journal, we have          
accomplished remarkable things (as usual): 

- Successfully completed my transi on with 
Mary Brandste er and gave her a    
farewell she deserved and cherished. 

- Completed our CARF accredita on and 
an cipate the final report soon that I’m 
sure will be posi ve. 

- Won an addi onal funding grant from  
United Way to fully fund a photography 
program over the next year that will 
focus on housing insecurity and dis-
placement.  Our ar st’s work will be 
displayed in the Springfield Museum of 
Art in May 2019 and then throughout 
the summer in Seasons  Bistro           
restaurant in downtown Springfield. 

- Our TAC Choir was highlighted on FOX45 
TV and performed at a local fes val. 

- Hosted Congressman Warren Davidson and 
presented him with the designa on as 
an AbiltyOne Champion for his support 
to TAC and other SourceAmerica       
providers. 

- Commenced efforts to renew our contract 
with the U.S. Air Force for our cargo net 
manufacture and repair. 

- Recognized our phenomenal direct support 
professionals during na onal DSP Week. 

- Worked together during an extended   

power outage due to storms to ensure 
everyone was safe and accounted for 
with no injuries.  We did lose some  
electrical equipment because of the 
storm, but I am grateful that everyone 
was ok and proud of the teamwork  
during this unplanned event. 

- Honored that our partner for community 
employment, Yamada North America, 
was recognized as the first recipient of 
the county’s Golden Leaf Champion City 
Employer of the Year Award.   

- Rejoiced with Mary Brandste er as she 
was given the first-ever ACCSES Life me 
Achievement Award and won the Dr. 
F.F. Mueller Visionary Award from the 
county’s Golden Leaf recogni on pro-
gram. 

- Had a fun Summer Slam, that included my 
favorites -- walking tacos, a dunk tank 
and a whole lot of dancing!     

During these past two months I have been 
out and about here at TAC and in the      
community, mee ng the individuals that 
shape who and what TAC is.  I have also 
talked with community partners, our       
customers, Air Force managers and          
government leaders.  To a person, everyone 
shares the love and gra tude for how we 
operate, how we support our na on’s     
military, how we care for our team, and 
what we accomplish together.  Everyone 
should be very proud.  I certainly am.   

Thank you!  

Jus n Debord, CEO 
 



Rittal - Orders have been steady this 
    Year, providing lots of work in metal  
    fabrication. 
Hef USA - Volumes have been low to 

 start the year. Parts are continuing 
 to come in improving some work in 
 part setting. 

Trutec - We have set over 500,000 
parts already this year. Not a bad 
start; we’ll finish strong.   

Cascade - First quarter volumes 
 have been steady. We have        
 assembled and packaged 6,000 
 units. 

Xylem — Continues to be a steady,         
long- time and appreciated customer. 

Business News 
Third Quarter  Business Opera ons 

   USAF—463L Cargo Net Manufacturing 

   So far for 2018, TAC has shipped over  
 23,000 cargo nets. We are finishing out 
 our current orders and expecting a  new 
order by  the end of the year. 

   USAF- 463L Cargo Net Repair -  

We have just received our next repair  
order for the next 12 months. We have 
repaired 4,500 nets so for this year. 

NexGen– We have just received new     
orders for seat covers and seat belts 
used on the Navy hovercrafts. These 
orders will give us production through 
2020. 

Morgal - We have had a great amount of 
work inspecting and packaging 1 million 
automotive parts for this local         
customer. 

ColePak - After gaining this new customer 
last year, we have seen several new 
cardboard assembly jobs come in this 
year. We have begun to see higher   
volumes as we get closer to the end of 
the year. 

Hydroponics - We have had a record 
year so far, by selling over 5,000 
pounds of Romaine lettuce. 

US Postal Net  - We have continuity been 
working off our first order of US Postal 
Nets. We are producing and delivering 
500 nets a month. 

Pentaflex - We have just started receiv-
ing work from this new customer. The 
new jobs consists of labeling automo-
tive parts. This has provided some 
great jobs on our 2nd shift. 

H-Lash- We are beginning to sew straps 
for this new global customer. These 
straps are used to secure loads being 
shipped in ocean containers round the 
world.   New Staff: 

 

October  
BIRTHDAYS  

Ralston, Dan 2 

McKinster, Chad 4 

Buford, Sonya 4 

Johnson, Archie 7 

Kriegbaum, Erin   11 

Ulery, Timothy  11 

Adams, Kenneth  12 

Braden, Phyllis  14 

Smith, Karen  16 

Woods, Ryan "Niki"  17 

Blume, Jonelle  18 

Weaver, Andrew  20 

Golen, Brian  21 

Lovelace, Ron  22 

Gerlaugh, Glenn  29 

Sche er, Georgia  29 

UPCOMING EVENTS / DATES   

Sunday, Oct. 7 — 5th Annual The Auc on Connec on live 
auc on event at United Senior Services  4-7 pm 

Friday, Oct. 12—In Service Day (TAC staff only) 

Wednesday, Oct. 17—DD of Clark County Golden Leaf 
Awards Program  11:30 am —1:00 pm 

Friday, Oct. 26 — Fall Harvest Celebra on 

Wednesday, Nov. 28—Open Mic, 9 am 

November 
 Birthdays 

 
 

Kruger, Joshua 1 

Compton, Rebecca  7 

Applin, Kerry  9 

Campbell, Sancy  12 

Gibfried, Suzanne  13 

Sharp, Jack  14 

Hudson, Perry  16 

Byrd, Kevin  17 

Brandon, Greg  18 

Lehman, Danne e  18 

Li le, Marjorie  20 

Hennis, Jeffrey  20 

McKinley, Joshua  21 

Byers, Steven 24 

Bowman, Michelle  25 

Kellis, Pam  25 

Lemmons, Jennifer  26 

Givens, Daniel  28 

Roberts, Carl  28 

Sherrick, Mary  29 

Shirk, Jerry  30 

Yvonne Green ……………... 3/26/18 – RSA 
Steve Jividen ………………….3/26/18 – Warehouse/Sh & Receiving 
Gregg Price …………………….4/23/18 – Transporta on 
Cindy Sothward ……………..4/23/18 – Transporta on 
Kathrine Vickers ……………..4/23/18 – Choir Director 
Nancy Lange …………………..5/7/18   – Sewer 
Catherine Jenkins ……………5/29/18 – Sewer 
Alice Holbrook ………………..6/11/18 – Transporta on 
Lori Kreig ………………………..6/11/18 – Transporta on 
Gary Sizemore …………………6/11/18 – Transporta on 
Jordan Johnson ……………….7/16/18 – New Net 
Jus n Debord  ………………...8/1/18  –  CEO  
Des ni Truss …………………...8/6/18 –  Appren ce 
Spensir Robinson …………… 8/17/18 - Transporta on 
Steve  Heckman ………………8/17/18 – Community Support 

If you see a new face, please stop to         
introduce yourself and welcome these new 
TAC staff members:   

Thanks to Lisa Good 
and the Eastside Hab 
Crew for making our 
Tuesday lunch quite a 
bit more delicious by 
bringing in food 
trucks.  The corporate 
neighbors working 
nearby enjoy the 
trucks also  We      
appreciate you! 

Summer SSLAM !  

Food Truck Tuesdays 


