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Giving a Voice to Individuals with Disabilities
OUR MISSION: The Abilities Connection employs, connects
and cares for people with disabilities in community settings of their choice.

‘Tis The Season’ To Be THANKFUL – Thankful for our awesome people! For our terrific choir who WOW every audience for whom they sing. For the great
artwork by our very creative artists. Thankful to our families, both at TAC and at home, who provide the support and stability to keep us
focused on our true north. Thankful for our customers, the U. S. Air Force and many others, who provide the work to develop our skills
and employ our people. Thankful for our donors who provide financial support so we can continue to connect and care for our team. For
our Legislators who visited on Legislative Day and also welcome us into their offices; their time listening to our concerns and advocacy
for our family is invaluable.
On a personal note, I am thankful for everyone at TAC for making my first weeks enjoyable, informative and inviting! Special thanks to
Mary Brandstetter, Cassie Barlow and the Board, and the leadership team and staff. TAC is truly a special place to be and I am thankful
and honored to be a part of this family.

JOLLY – We had a great Fall Harvest in October with great food, fun games, dancing, and spooky costume contest! There were even
reports of pumpkins flying through the air via a catapult.

EXCITED – Excited about the opening of our Quick Serve Restaurant in the new COhatch. This downtown location will not only serve
healthy salads with lettuce grown in the TAC hydroponics operations but also provides a great training experience for those interested in
a food service career. Excited about a new contract for net manufacture and repair. We anticipate this in late December. Excited about
our new videos describing our programs, success, and stories. Videos are worth a million PowerPoint slides.

EAGER – Eager about 2020 and all the opportunities, challenges, and changes it will bring. Eager to develop our roadmap and strategy
for years to come.

Yes… ‘Tis the season! ‘
Have a wonderful, safe, and happy holiday season!

Jim Zahora, CEO
TAC—The Abilities Connection

Business News—Third Quarter

Upcoming Events
TAC Christmas Party—December 20th

USAF—463L Cargo Net Manufacturing—For the last half of 2019,
we have produced 48,970 cargo nets for the USAF. We currently have delivery orders, allowing us to produce into mid 2020.
Also working on receiving a new 10 year contract hopefully by
end of this year.
USAF—463L Cargo Net Repair— Nets have continued to come in
for repair. We are currently repairing 200 nets a month. We are
also working on receiving a new 10 year contract, hopefully by
end of this year on this project as well.
Rittal—Orders continue to been steady this year providing lots of
work in metal fabrication. We have shipped over 235,000 parts
to Rittal so far this year.
Hef USA—Volumes over the past few months have been very
heavy, keeping the folks very busy in this department. We have
set over 4 million parts for Hef USA this year.
Trutec—We have set over 1.7 million parts this year, which has provided a steady work load everyday.
Cascade—Third quarter volumes have been steady. We have assembled and packaged 8,000 units this year.
Xylem — Continues to be a steady, long- time and
customer.

appreciated

Morgal—We had a great year with inspecting and packaging 1.7
million automotive parts for this local customer.
Pentaflex—We have labeled over 300,000 automotive parts so far
this year.
H-Lash—We shipped over 2,000 sewn strap kits so far in 2019.
These straps are used to secure loads being shipped in ocean
containers around the world.
Kreider Corp.—We have cut over 107,000 steel rods so far in 2019.
These rods are used in infant car seats all over the US.
KoneCranes—After bringing on this new customer in the fall of
2018, we assembled over 4,400 bearing assemblies so far in
2019.

TAC Shut Down—December 24th—Jan 1
Christmas Eve—TAC Closed
Christmas Day—TAC Closed
New Year’s Day – TAC closed

2130 Ribbon Cutting Ceremony

Veterans Breakfast

We hosted our Ribbon Cutting ceremony at the end of September
to highlight our 2130 Progress Drive expansion project. Visitors
were provided a tour of the new facility and members of our Senior Management team and the Board of Directors spoke about the
expansion and the opportunities it provides for TAC moving forward. This expanded facility allows TAC to mirror our traditional
model of providing employment opportunities for individuals with
developmental disabilities to a broader pool of people who have
faced barriers to employment in the past. We hope to break down
those barriers as we continue to be a compassionate and understanding employer.

On November 8th, we hosted our annual Veterans Breakfast in
celebration and recognition of our brave military servicemen and
women, past and present, and all family members and caregivers
who have served the United States. Before breakfast, the TAC
Choir performed for the audience and after breakfast, Amanda
performed our National Anthem. All did an amazing job! Colonel
Wade Rupper, the Commander of the 251st Cyberspace Engineering Installation Group, and members of the Ohio Air National
Guard were able to attend and walk around our facility after the
breakfast concluded.

Cash Connection Winners
During our Ribbon Cutting ceremony, we drew the winners for our
Cash Connection Raffle! In case you missed it, here were our
winners.
$5,000— Travis Sessbaugh
$1,000—David Denzler
$100—Sam Bryant, Kathy Brougher, The Driever’s, Teresa
Demana, Holly Foster, Mark Elliott, Ruthellen Lough, Russ Graham,
Kara Stephens, and James Maine
Thank you to everyone who participated in the raffle this year.
Your support allows us to continue to carry out our mission of
employing, connecting, and caring for people with disabilities in
the community settings of their choice. Special thanks to our Cash
Connection Raffle Sponsor Patrick Field.

A-Team Update
A Team Ohio remains busy identifying opportunities to advocate for
the right of individuals with disabilities to make choices about issues
that will impact their lives. The mission of this group is to unite people with diverse abilities and their family and community advocates
to build awareness by sharing their stories with elected officials, their
communities, and each other. Together, they are working to
preserve choice.
The next full A Team meeting will be held on Monday, January 13 at
5:30 PM in the Four Seasons Room at TAC. All self-advocates, family
advocates, and community advocates are invited to attend. This
meeting will focus on ways to prepare for meeting with elected officials and their staffs.

HIRE Vets Medallion Award
TAC Industries, Inc. has been awarded a 2019 Gold HIRE Vets Medallion Award by the US Department of Labor for our efforts to
recruit, employ and retain our nation's veterans. We were one of
only seven medium sized employers in the state of Ohio to receive
this award and recognition. This is the only veteran hiring award at
the federal level.

Fall Harvest

Summer Slam

On October 25th , we had another successful Fall Harvest here at
TAC! From hay rides and Pumpkin Chunkin’, to the Costume Contest,
there was something for everyone. A great time was had by all!
Speaking of costume contest - Scott won Funniest Costume, Andrea
won Scariest Costume, and Kerry won Best Costume! Check out our
Facebook for all the photos from the day!

Our annual Summer Slam on August 9th was a hit yet again! Everyone enjoyed a day of outside activities, especially the Dunk Tank!
Check out some pictures from the event!

Along with all of the activities, we welcomed our new CEO, Jim
Zahora, during lunch time. Friends, family members, and board
members were invited to meet him and talk one on one with him.
Board Chair, Cassie Barlow introduced him and then he was able to
say a few words to the group.

Golden Leaf Ceremony

TAC Choir at CultureFest
Our famous TAC choir performed at CultureFest in downtown
Springfield on September 28 and they were a hit! Check out a couple pictures of their performance!

This year at the Developmental Disabilities of Clark County Golden
Leaf Awards Ceremony, we had 3 well deserving people receive
awards - Michael Brassfield (Dr. F.F Mueller Visionary Award),
Jennifer Lemmons (Donnis Bailey Self-Advocacy Award) and Janie
Gearhart (DSP Excellence Award). We are extremely proud of
them and are thankful for all of their commitment and
contributions to TAC – The Abilities Connection and the broader
community.

Dunkin’ and TAC

Amazon Smile

Have you noticed something new at local Dunkin’ stores, as you have
been getting your coffee and donuts recently? TAC is grateful to
Dunkin’ for allowing us to put donation boxes and information on
their counters at nine Springfield/Dayton area stores. Not only have
these donation boxes allowed people to donate to TAC, the information provided with these boxes gives great exposure for the mission of TAC and the individuals we serve to people throughout the
Dayton region. It has sparked several conversations already about
who TAC is and people have already been very generous in donating
their change. We hope you will stop in to a local Dunkin’ store in the
next few months and if you do, please tell them you are a fan of TAC!

Are you looking for a way to contribute to TAC? This holiday shopping season, and throughout the entire year, we hope you will consider using AmazonSmile for your online shopping, and designating
TAC as the charity recipient of your choice. AmazonSmile is a simple
and automatic way for you to support your favorite charitable organization every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at
smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the
added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase
price to your favorite charitable organization. Use smile.amazon.com
each time you shop on Amazon and your designated charity will remain the same until you change it.

Kroger Rewards
Did you know you can support TAC just by shopping at Kroger? It's
easy when you enroll in Kroger Community Rewards®! To get started,
sign up with your Plus Card by visiting Kroger.com, signing into your
Kroger Rewards Plus account, clicking Community Rewards on the
left hand side and then choosing TAC as your designated non-profit
organization. Once you're enrolled, you'll earn rewards for your chosen organization every time you shop and use your Plus Card!

Legislative Day
TAC and A Team Ohio co-hosted our annual Legislative Day on
October 4. We were pleased to have several elected officials and
their representatives, some who have been to TAC before, and
several who had never visited previously, in attendance for this
update on current legislative issues facing the individuals we serve
at TAC. We had a panel of self-advocates, parent advocates, and
TAC staff, who answered questions about the impact of proposed
legislative changes. We appreciate everyone who attended this
event and the suggestions many proposed on ways to help us navigate these changing laws and regulations.

2019 Annual Fund
TAC has launched our 2019 Annual Fund Campaign to raise
unrestricted funds to offset our annual operating budget. The Annual
Fund helps us to continue to serve the nearly 250 individuals who
choose to be part of the TAC team. Support for TAC helps to ensure
our future financial health, especially with changes to our traditional
funding streams due to changing laws and regulations. People with
disabilities are counting on us to provide the stellar vocational
training, outstanding connections to the community, and respectful
adult day care for which we are known. The Annual Fund helps us to
meet those expectations.
Thank you to everyone who has already contributed to the Annual
Fund. We are just over half way to our goal for this fund drive, but
we could still use more help. We hope during this season of giving
you consider making a gift to TAC. Donations can be made online at
https://tacind.charityproud.org/donate. They can also be mailed or
dropped off at TAC at 2160 Old Selma Road, Springfield, OH 45505.

Stay Connected With Us
http://www.tacind.com/
https://www.facebook.com/TACindustries/
https://www.instagram.com/tac_the_abilities_connection
https://twitter.com/TACIndSpfld

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCY1-VU0wrWBbZ0hpN6aqq5g

2160 Old Selma Road
Springfield, OH 45505
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